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Topics
ØChallenges / Risks:

ØAgitated patients
ØLaw enforcement interactions
ØRefusals, Recordings, and Liability
ØLiability in the ED handoff

ØOpportunities / Advancements:
ØVideo intubation
ØPediatric CPAP
ØOutreach medicine
ØExpanding Scope of Practice and the Medical Director



Emerging Trends in EMS 

Challenges / Risks



Agitated Patients

• The Intersection between 
– Duty and Responsibility to recognize and act on potential medical problem 
– The Rights of the individual.

• Medically we are talking about altered mental status

• Demonstration of responsible assessment 

• Demonstration of responsible use of medications



Objective Assessments (and Interventions)





Law Enforcement Interactions

• When does a patient become a patient

• “Give yourself credit for the work you already did”



Refusals, Recordings, and Liability

• Reportedly increasing EMS cases around Refusals

• The protection of a recorded Refusal



Liability of the ED Handoff

• Recent conversations about re-hospital EKG being shown or shared with ED Physician / 
staff



Emerging Trends in EMS 

Opportunities / Advancements



Video Intubation

• Personal Experience with Recently implementation (partially) to recorded video 
intubations

• Huge Positive Impact on success

• Huge positive Impact on the recognition of unsuccessful tube placement



Pediatric CPAP

Photo Credit:
https://bestshoperss.top/products.aspx?cname=pediatric+full+face+cpap+mask&cid=269



Outreach Medicine

• Initial Great Excitement around Community Paramedicine



Expanding Scope of Practice and the Medical Director

• Exciting new development in Ohio

• Ability to have high performing services not unduly held back




