Public Safety Officers Benefit Program (PSOB)
What are the benefits and who gets them?

Ohio Association of Professional Fire Fighters

Leading Issues Training Summit
June 6, 2023
Kevin Roche — IAFF PSOB Representative
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PSOB Program

* United States Department of Justice
* On-Line Application Process
 Documentation
 Time to File — 3 years

* Death Benefit
* Disablility Benefit



PSOB Benefits

« 1977 - $50,000
« 2001 -%$250,000 and CPI — Patriot Act
« 2023 -%422,035

e Tax Free
In Addition to Other Benefits

 Education

Spouse
Eligible Children



Beneficiaries

« Surviving Spouse, No Eligible Children
« Surviving Spouse and Eligible Children

« 50% to spouse, 50% divided equally among children

* No Surviving Spouse or Eligible Children

« Designated beneficiary; life insurance policy on file

* No Surviving Spouse, Children, Beneficiaries on File
* 100% to surviving parents in equal shares

* No Surviving Spouse, Children, Beneficiaries, Parents
« Children who would be eligible but for age



PSOB Death Benefit — Basic Criteria

» Public Safety Officer
* Was the Deceased a Public Safety Officer

* On-Duty
* Was the Injury Incurred On-Duty

 Covered Injury or lliness
* Is the Injury Covered

* ‘It Depends’



Public Safety Officer

* Generally a Public Employee
* Fire Fighter — Fire Officer
« Law Enforcement Officer, Corrections Officer

 Emergency Medical Service
« FEMA and Disaster Workers
« (Career and Volunteer

» Generally Does Not Cover
 Private Sector Fire — EMS — Law Enforcement



On Duty

* Responding, On the Scene, Returning

» Training
In-Service
Recruit Training

 Administrative Duties

* QOccupational Exposures

e Good Samaritan Incidents




Covered Injuries or llinesses

e Trauma

« Burns, Asphyxiation, Building Collapse, Gunshot, Vehicle Crashes, Falls,
Struck by Vehicle

* Occupational llinesses and Diseases
« HIV, Hepatitis
« Cancer — FDNY/September 11th
« COVID Presumption

« Heart Attacks and CVA's




Heart Attacks and CVAs

 Hometown Heroes and Survivors’ Act
* Incidents after December 15, 2003
« “Direct and proximate result of a heart attack or stroke.”

* On-Duty or within 24 Hours

* Non-Routine Stress
« Documentation of Stress
« Documentation of Times



PSOB Disability Benefit

» Same Basic Eligibility
* Public Safety Officer, On-Duty, Covered Injury or lliness

e Same Benefits

 Disability — recently amended to allow benefits to
those performing simple work



PSOB Documentation

* Death Certificate

 Marriage Certificate, Divorce Decree(s)
« Children’s Birth/Adoption Certificates

« Statement of Circumstances

* Incident Reports

 Medical Records (heart attack/CVA)

* Autopsy




COVID-Specific Resources

* At work within 45 days of iliness

« COVID Funeral Expenses
« $9,000 Reimbursement through FEMA

* Non-duplicative

* https://www.fema.gov/disaster/coronavirus/economi
c/funeral-assistance



PTSD and Suicide

« PSOB amended in 2022 to cover occupational PTSD, attempted
suicide, and completed suicide

* Public safety officer must have responded to a “traumatic” incident
» Covers incidences of suicide since January 1, 2019
* DOJ has already approved first case



Criteria for PTSD Claims

Less than 45 Days More than 45 Days

 Public safety officer * Public safety officer

* Qualified response * Qualified response

 Suicide is consistent with a * One of the following
mental iliness » Diagnosed PSTD, OR

« Sought help, OR
e “Substantial Factor”




Evidence for Occupation PTSD Connection

* Traumatic Incident Response
* |deally call logs with date and details

« DOJ likely to also accept rough descriptions of the incident
* i.e. “mass fatality fire in 2021” or “mass casualty incident in 2022”

 “Substantial Factor”
« Family or coworker statements
» Journal or other correspondence
* Notes from a healthcare provider

* FD does not need to recognize death as an LODD



Current Issues

« Cancer

« Cannabis/Marijuana
* Prescription Drugs
* Alcohol



Future of PSOB

* More Clarity Needed on PTSD Coverages

e Cancer

* Precedent: WTC Cancers

« Building a Case: Cancer Registry / NIOSH Research / State
Laws

* First Responder Cancer Benefit Act of 2021
» Expansion of COVID Presumption

« Cover public safety officers working in any official capacity

« Waive three-iear limit on COVID claims



Contact Information

« Kevin Roche

« (602)421-7602
* kevin.roche@facstsLLP.com



