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Responsibilities As A Union Officer

You must preserve 
the member(s) legal 

and contractual 
rights

Address the 
company/crew 

involved privately

No talking to 
police/investigators 
without legal counsel

No written or verbal 
statements without 

legal counsel

There is a time and a 
place for answering 

questions and making 
statements

Take a deep breath!



At The Hospital
Unity of Command
§ Have a high level of command quickly at the hospital.

Contact Family / Next of Kin 
§ Ensure members emergency contacts are updated and accessible.

Peer Support Begins
• Get your team en route.

Additional Considerations
• Replace on-duty crews, Press Release, Honor Guard

Be Flexible 
• The plan will change to accommodate the wishes of the family. 



Assign A 
Family 
Liaison

Someone the 
family knows 

and trusts

Someone you 
believe is 
reliable

Strive to 
maintain open 
communication



Peer Support

Begin as soon as possible

Follow up with Station visits

Additional meeting at neutral location (I.E., Training 
Academy) 

Confidentiality is key (H.B. 545)



Benefits 
Coordinator

This person(s) will be working with the 
family for months and needs to be 
familiar with city benefits, retirement 
benefits and workman’s comp.



Communication
• Only authorized statements and 
interaction with the media

• Utilize All Resources (Social Media, 
Email, News)

•Coordinate with all involved prior to 
release

•Accuracy is paramount

• Once your message is published resist 
the urge to make changes if possible



Your relationship with 
fire administration will 
dictate your approach:

Lt. Richard Petras

Last Alarm 8/15/2020



Funeral Planning
Assign tasks & Communicate Continuously
• Funeral procession
• Speakers
• IAFF Fallen Fire Fighters Medal
• Final Call
• Ceremonial Bell
• Reception (Public and Private)
• Incorporating The Family’s Wishes



Coming 
Together





Where We Are Now
• Peer Support is ongoing

•Maintaining contact with family

• Leander Bissell’s Court Case is progressing through the court system

• 134th G.A., S.B. 288: 5 Year Minimum Passed

• 135th G.A., H.B. 107: Rename portion of I90

• Paying it forward with fundraising efforts

• IAFF memorial this September 16th in Colorado Springs, Co.



2022 Ohio 
Line of Duty 
Deaths
WE ALL  HAVE A STORY TO 
SHARE AND LESSONS 
LEARNED.


