Ohio Association of Professional Fire Fighters
[image: ]



3
 (
Page
 
1
 
of
 
6
)
Official Minutes


MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
               February 23, 2020
                  Columbus, Ohio


President Taylor called the meeting to order.

Secretary-Treasurer Quinn called the roll. The following Board Members and Staff were present            President – Michael P. Taylor
Secretary-Treasurer - William E. Quinn Jr.

1st District Vice President – Roy Hollenbacher 
2nd District Vice President – Michael Norman 
3rd District Vice President – Cory Wilson 
4th District Vice President – 
Jon Harvey(Excused)
5th District Vice President – Dave Montgomery Retiree Vice President – Thomas Rave
Sergeant-at-Arms – Daniel Mitsch 
Trustee – Jeff Younkins
Trustee – Ryan Launder Trustee – Rich Goforth(A)
Director of Governmental Affairs – James Carney Director of Communications – Mark Hill
Director of Health, Safety & EMS – David Bernzweig 
Director of Operations – Bill Mastroianni
Metro Representative – Frank Szabo
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TRUSTEES REPORT

The Trustees Report was given by Trustee Younkins he said physical assets audit completed. 99% of Expenses done and are current. Reminded all board members to fill out expense reports properly. 

 SECRETARY-TREASURER’S REPORT

S/T Quinn gave the financial report and account balances/assets were given. HSA account for office manager reported (medical specifics kept private). Also Joan is going to mandated training. Bill mentioned updating Quick Books and Concur reporting system (online reporting system), same cost as current system. S/T Quinn reported on 457plan, committee met earlier today: value at $--- million. He named a new member of the committee: Local Pres. John Harbaugh, Jefferson Township, - who replaced Jeff Moore. 
Mr. Quinn says every 3 years a company will be brought in to evaluate 457 plans. President Taylor says some positions are “At Large positions” that will be put on 457 committee; says they must be members in the program.  Bill mentioned liability insurance for the 457 plan. Bill says plans are performing well. He talked about trademarking OAPFF. We are registered with state of Ohio. S/T Quinn also talked about trademarking our logo and says we must protect our brand. Point of Personal Privilege: Bill talked about the metro reps and how they have been good for the OAPFF- Thanked Metro Rep Szabo for all of his help. 

Mr. Quinn mentioned NFORS, says Director Bernzweig will discuss further. Bill thanked Dan Desmond for his hard work. Bill says OAPFF is having a fund raiser for Brian Baldridge on April 28th in Columbus

GUEST PRESENTATION  

Jerry Miluk is requesting a PAC deduction form. Jerry mentioned N.O.F.F. locals still using CISM format. Mr. Miluk says that could be a way to “woo” those locals back to OAPFF. 
Dean Marks (Elyria) spoke about issues with his locals and their contract talks and they filed 16 grievances against their fire chief. 

George Davis (Lima) says the city of Lima is starting to “poach” FFs from other fire departments and that Lima could promote “new hires” with 2yrs on over members with 5+ yrs. 


Local 3329 in attendance says things are going fairly well in the local with their city. They are working with city on mental health issues. 

Springfield Township Local says things are going well, they say they have added 8 positions recently bringing them up to (47 members).



PRESIDENTS REPORT

President Taylor talked about upcoming Winter Ed Conference. The President thanked the directors for doing a good job preparing for this conference. Mike talked about meeting with Aflac he says they are close to finalizing a plan with Aflac. He mentioned Brett Bowen (Violet Township Local 3558) running for pension board. He says the board discussed upcoming IAFF conference and endorsements for International positions. 
Pres. Taylor made Motion: to move forward to nominate list of people for IAFF positions. Passed unanimously

Mike says the E-Board discussed support for peer support team and looking at increasing funds for them. He mentioned looking at funding for biennial conferences. Mr. Taylor say Emeritus status possibly for Joe Walter and Bobby Short (only 2 can be chosen at conference). There may be a resolution to ask IAFF to help fund 1st time locals with help negotiating. He talked about changing constitutional rules for running for state (OAPFF office holders) positions. Mr. Quinn mentioned NFORS, says Director Bernzweig will discuss further. 

He thanked Dan Desmond for his hard work. OAPFF is having a fund raiser for Brian Baldridge on April 28th in Columbus. 
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Committee reports: (Funeral): report given by DVP Wilson - says plan needs approval from Ohio Fire Chiefs.  Motion: To approve OAPFF Funeral protocol: UNANIMOUS PASSAGE  


Elections: DVP Harvey: Absent

Health Care Taskforce:  DVP Montgomery talked about AFLAC dealing with some locals and some of their plans and offering, says it will be a benefit to all. He discussed OP and F not making a lot of changes regarding health care. 


Tom Rave made Motion to endorse IAFF Mark Sanders in his race for 8th district DVP. PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
 
S/T Quinn  made Motion:  To submit a resolution at OAPFF Biennial conference in May to endorse Danny Fortuna (Chicago Local 2) for Eastern District Trustee, Ed Kelly(IAFF General - Secretary Treasurer), Mark Sanders(IAFF 8th District VP) and Harold Schaitberger (IAFF President) for their election at 55th IAFF Conference in August. PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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STAFF REPORTS



Governmental Affairs – Given by President Taylor - Director Carney is monitoring HB 17- Homestead Bill for surviving spouses, Prevailing Wage bill and PTSD coverage (HB 308). Mays Senate fight is still ahead. Mr. Taylor says Pat Tiberi (and group) wants to add another layer for PTSD bill, Mike says we are against this. He says HB 330 introduced by Tom Patton would allow cancer claims to be paid out of BWC supplementary fund. Mr. Taylor talked about how Ohio BWC refunded over 1 billion dollars back to municipalities and private companies - so they have lots of money. 

Communications and PR –Director Hill notified the board that he helped Lancaster local with mailers and help from IAFF. Mark is also helping Sylvania local with upcoming levy and gave assistance to east Liverpool with logo design. Mr. Hill says If anyone needs help building fliers/publications to please reach out. The Director says we continue to register members on our website, (several per week.). He reminded all to contact him if anyone is having problems with their email or navigation of the website. He asked to please remind your local presidents / members NOT to use government emails when registering for the OAPFF website. 
Mark will be creating Save the Date for OAPFF biennial. He reminded everyone to have their members sign up for the conference sooner than later when registration opens. Mr. Hill says If your locals reach out to him, he will contact their respective DVPs. Mark continues to post and work on social media (if you have a post please contact him for help). Encourage your locals to share information on social media. Director Hill continues to work with Director Mastroianni on all upcoming conferences. He continues to work with IAFF and Director Stern on several projects (video for biennial.) With direction from President Taylor and S/T Quinn, Mark purchased audio equipment for future OAPFF conferences.

Health, Safety, and EMS - Director Bernzweig gave report and talked about mental health. Director B says the Peer Support Committee is looking for help to fund peer confidentiality. Dave says there is an uphill battle with legislation for this. He mentioned that there is no national accreditation for peer support. Mr. B says the OAPFF program was recognized for their good work. David says the Peer support committee is always looking to streamline services. Director D mentioned that the OAPFF met with Oklahoma State Fire affiliate about developing a program based on our Peer Support Program. He talked about Upcoming peer support class April 28 and 29 in Akron, Ohio and a Saving Our Own IAFF Resiliency class here in Columbus on June 2ND. He attended IAFF class last month. 
Dave is working with Local 312 on radio issues regarding an arbitration over their radio communications system. Dave will be working on setting up spring in-service training for the OAPFF peer support team.  


Operations – Director Mastroianni says Higher Ed Initiative is up and running for Fire Science degree. He verifies membership from all that apply. He mentioned biennial convention and says things are moving right along. Mr. Mastroianni said Save the Date of Oct 19th at OFA: :Charleston 9”  and that it will be 8hrs long.  He says Sean DeCrane is putting on two day class at OFA. Bill talked about: A Battle of Ohio” date in the future. He also says OAPFF credentials will be mailed out March 4th.  
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VICE PRESIDENTS REPORTS

1st District – DVP Hollenbacher mentioned caucusing in IOWA and talked about the process. He thanked Dan Desmond for his hard work. He acknowledged 1st district members in attendance and says he had some difficult negotiations in his district. Roy talked about organizing Bryan, OH and Wauseon, OH and the difficulties with their employers. He filed ULP in Wauseon. 

2nd District – Mike talked about discipline issue and overtime issue in Barberton, peer support class in Akron and mentioned a fire save in local 93.  He says the Election Committee is finalized. The DVP says Brother Russ Brode is back in the hospital and he thanked Ret. VP Tom Rave for his help. Tim Nichols recognized by Mr. Norman.  
3rd District – DVP Wilson mention settled Coshocton contract, Painesville Township and Ravenna contracts. Cory says he is trying to organize Holmes County. He thanked Pres. Taylor for all of his help. Mr. Wilson says Eastlake is in fact finding and that there are several issues with other local negotiations, says he has 2 FLSA issues (longevity and overtime) and that the IAFF labor team is involved. Local 2291 (Willoughby, NOFF) reached out to him about rejoining OAPFF and they will be guests here for this conference. 
4th District – VP Harvey excused
 
5th District – DVP Montgomery shared Motion: to have the President/Sec Treasurer move to create a 457, 401K or other type of retirement savings tool for the employees of the OAPFF and to have this in place as soon as reasonably possible. Unanimously approved. Dave says a major grievance by Local 67 was finally approved after city took them to court (civilianization issue). He also says this case is precedence setting. 
Mr. Montgomery took good training classes at ALTS. Dave talked about the recent Iowa caucus and mentioned bargaining for several locals in his district. The DVP said health care issues continues and that Aflac is done with details in the fifth district. He says AFLAC does have a product for fire fighters. He noted that Upper Arlington local does community paramedicine and has been working on legislation on how to get paid doing it. Mr. Montgomery thanked Metro Rep. Frank Szabo and Mr. Desmond for their work. 
METRO REP Szabo: mentioned local 93 is in contract talks and that the city was not applying certain wages properly, say it’s now fixed. He says Toledo will have the next metro rep at the 2020 Biennial conference. Local 92 will designate someone. 

Retiree VP Rave: says he attended meetings with ----- says its great insight into how we’re being treated. He says they will be working with Brett Bowen to get him up to speed.  Mr. Rave thanked DVP Hollenbacher and some others for traveling to Iowa to caucus. 




The meeting was adjourned at 16:55 pm
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William E. Quinn Jr. Secretary-Treasurer
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